
Washington, D.C.
TOPA has a 40-year track record of success in Washington, D.C. in allowing low- and moderate-
income tenants to keep their homes affordable as gentrification and home prices increase.
Since 1980, low-income tenant associations used TOPA to collectively purchase their homes
and partner with affordable housing developers to preserve and re-develop thousands of units
of housing. 

 TOPA has helped preserve 16,224
affordable units in Washington, D.C.
according to a study commissioned

by the Council of the District of
Columbia.

TOPA led to the creation of most of
the 4,400 affordable homeownership
units in limited-equity cooperatives,
primarily for homeowners of color,

according to a 2019 study.

Evidence Shows that TOPA Works!
 

Website:  TOPA4Ma.org                                                                                          Email:  topacoalitionsc@mlri.org

Opportunity to Purchase Laws Around the Country
Opportunity to Purchase laws are gaining traction in other jurisdictions across the country:

San Francisco
Community Opportunity to Purchase Act
(COPA) | 2019

has preserved over 400 units of affordable
housing and 26 commercial units

Prince George’s County, MD
CB 27-2013: Right of First Refusal Program

helped to preserve almost 3,000
housing units since 2020

Maryland:
Renters’ Rights and Stabilization Act of 2024

Statewide Tenant Opportunity to Purchase
law 

Montgomery County
Right of First Refusal | 1980
applies to multifamily rental housing
developments of 4 or more units 

Baltimore
Councilmember Mary Pat Clarke
Opportunity to Purchase Act | 2023

Takoma Park
6.32.030: Tenant Opportunity to Purchase
Law

Chicago
Northwest Side Preservation Ordinance |
2024

created TOPA Block (606) District for the
Block (606) District of Chicago

New York City
New York City Council recently secured a
veto-proof supermajority in support of
COPA and is expected to vote on the bill
before the end of the year.

East Palo Alto, Berkeley, Fresno, Sacramento, and
Los Angeles County

All are exploring similar Opportunity to
Purchase policies.
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https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/doh/supp_info/topa.html
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Evidence Shows that TOPA Works! 

TOPA mirrors many of the provisions of existing Opportunity to Purchase laws that have
been central to preserving affordable housing in the Commonwealth.

Privately-owned subsidized housing:  G.L. c. 40T, which provides a right of first
refusal to the state and designees for privately-owned subsidized housing, has
helped preserve close to 20,000 units in the 10 years since the law’s passage.

Manufactured home parks:  G.L. c 140, sec. 32R, gives tenants of mobile home parks
the right of first refusal to purchase the land on which their homes are located.
Manufactured home park tenants have used their rights of first refusal since 1986 and
today Mass. has 32 resident owned communities, totaling almost 4,000 homes!

Massachusetts already has these laws to protect the other sectors of affordable housing,
but nothing to protect unsubsidized “naturally occurring” affordable housing (NOAH)--
which makes up 46% of affordable housing in the state.  TOPA would fill that gap.

Opportunity to Purchase Laws Work in Massachusetts

“TOPA and COPA are workable and impactful policies that can be
implemented even in hot-market locations to strengthen housing
preservation programs.” 

– Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC), a nation-wide Community Development Financial Institution.

https://cedac.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Chapter-40T-at-10.pdf
https://cedac.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Chapter-40T-at-10.pdf
https://rocusa.org/communities/
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https://www.lisc.org/our-resources/resource/stable-homes-and-resident-empowerment/

