
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Richard Haggerty ​ ​ ​ ​ The Honorable Julian Cyr 
Chair, Joint Committee on Housing​ ​ ​ ​ Chair, Joint Committee on Housing 
State House, Room 146​ ​ ​ ​ ​ State House, Room 111 
Boston, MA 02133​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Boston, MA 02133  
 
Dear Chairs Haggerty and Cyr, and members of the Joint Committee on Housing 

My name is Mike Kriesberg and I am writing to you today on behalf of Abundant Housing 
Massachusetts (AHMA) to express our strong support for (S.998 / H.1544),  An Act to 
Guarantee a Tenant’s First Right of Refusal. This bill would give communities the option to allow 
tenants the right to match an offer made on the property in which they live or designate that right 
to an affordable housing developer when the property where they live is being sold.  

As you are well aware, Massachusetts has a severe shortage of homes. This shortage has 
created cutthroat competition, and pushed home prices in Massachusetts to record highs for 
renters, and created bidding wars for potential home buyers. At AHMA, we work everyday to 
increase the supply of homes and lower home prices by reforming restrictive zoning laws that 
prevent the homes we need from being built.  

While we work to address the root causes of our housing shortage, housing costs continue to 
rise, pushing more and more households towards housing insecurity. This bill will help 
municipalities across Massachusetts by giving them a new tool to prevent displacement, 
preserve existing affordable housing, and help more people access homeownership. Critically, 
it does so while not hindering the development of new homes or deterring sales timelines, as 
the timeframes that TOPA would establish mirror those of normally financed real estate 
transactions.  

Washington D.C. is often held up as the poster child for TOPA and for good reason. A recent 
comprehensive analysis of its TOPA program found that since the policy went into effect 40 
years ago, it has preserved 16,000 homes as affordable. Washington D.C. also increased its 
housing stock by 15% from 2000-2020, while TOPA was in effect, thanks to rezoning of 
underutilized commercial and industrial land and the conversion of existing structures. 

As an organization committed to creating a Massachusetts for everyone, we earnestly support 
this effort to support tenants and preserve existing affordable housing. The Tenant Opportunity 
to Purchase Act is a policy that can stabilize neighborhoods and residents, help more renters 
access homeownership, and maintain existing affordable housing in municipalities across the 
state. 

https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/S998/BillHistory
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/H1544
https://cnhed.org/news/cnhed-releases-comprehensive-analysis-of-dcs-tenant-opportunity-to-purchase-act-topa/
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/periodicals/cityscape/vol25num2/ch9.pdf
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/periodicals/cityscape/vol25num2/ch9.pdf


I urge you to report this bill out favorably and work diligently to ensure its passage this session. 

Sincerely,  

Michael Kriesberg ​
Policy & Advocacy Manager ​
Abundant Housing Massachusetts 


